Troglomorphies include reduction or loss of eyes, wings, and bodily pigmentation, and attenuation of appendages (Barr, 1968; Culver, 1982, Kane and Richardson, 1985) . Many of these species are relicts, having few or no closely related epigean species. Although a large amount of research has been carried out on Australia's temperate caves (Hamilton-Smith, 1967 Richards, 1971; Eberhard, 1993; Eberhard el al., 1991) (Barr and Holsinger, 1985; Caccone, 1985; Culver, 1986 (Lichon, 1993 (Lichon, 1993 (Kiernan, 1988) . High levels of erosion at an Ida Bay quarry, in Tasmania, has caused clay to be washed into surrounding caves (Lichon, 1992) . The deposition of clay in cave passages normally containing gravel substrates has led to the loss of cave invertebrates adapted to living in such habitats (Eberhard, 1995) . Scouring of organisms from their stream habitat can also occur during periods of flooding (Chutter, 1969), while at Mole Creek Caves, Tasmania, land clearing has resulted in rapid subsidence and collapse of cave systems (Lichon, 1993 (Chapman, 1993 (Chapman, 1993 , Lichon, 1993 Middleton, 1979 (Howarth, 1982 Stone, 1982, Spate and Hamilton-Smith, 1991) . Field data on cave fauna distributions in Hawaiian lava tubes by Howarth and Stone (1982) show that species diversity and population levels are inversely proportional to the level of visitation and human disturbance. Disturbance of bat colonies brought about by human visitation, (particularly by bat researchers !) has contributed to the decline of many colonies (Tuttle, 1979) . Bat decline from human disturbance has been observed in central and south-eastern NSW caves (Hall and Dunsmore, 1974 (Peck, 1975 (Peck, , 1976 
Implications
Compared with the USA, Australia is extremely depauperate in numbers of caves (Jennings, 1983 (New, ms.) .
